Food Facts
· 42% of the households who receive food assistance at pantries have at least one member under the age of 18.

· 30% of the households who receive food assistance t pantries have at least one member over the age of 65.

· Only 14% of households receive food stamps, while it is estimated that 26% would qualify.

· 64% of households with school-aged children report that their children eat free or reduced cost lunches, and 47% report that their children eat free or reduced cost breakfasts.  Only 12% participate in the summer lunch program.

· 40% of households surveyed have at least one employed adult, yet 51% had annual household incomes of less than $10,000.

· 30% of respondents had to choose between paying for food and utilities in the past 12 months.

· 35% of respondents had to choose between paying for food and rent in the past 12 months.

· 30% of respondents had to choose between medicine or medical care in the past 12 months.  This is a real choice as 30% report that at least one household member is in poor health.

· 71% of food distribution sites are operated by non-profit organizations.  An additional 20% are operated by faith-based organizations.

· More than 85% provide other services in addition to food.

· 87% of the food distributed by pantries and nearly half of what is served by soup kitchens and shelters is provided by the Food Bank.

· 97% of pantries, 88% of kitchens and 66% of shelters use volunteers.

About SHFB

· Through our networked of partner nonprofit agencies at more than 700 distribution sites, we supply food that reaches an average of 156,000 people each month…enough people to fill SBC Park more than three times over.

· In 2004, SHFB distributed 28 million pounds of food to our local communities.

· SHFB volunteers provide an average of 14,445 hours of service per month, which is equivalent to 83 full-time employees.

